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1
CIRCUIT ARRANGEMENT FOR
PROTECTING ELECTRONIC DEVICES
AGAINST INCORRECT LOGIC VOLTAGES

FIELD OF INVENTION

The invention relates to a circuit arrangement for protect-
ing electronic devices against incorrect logic voltages as well
as to a fail-safe system for the multi-channel monitoring of a
safety-related device with such a circuit arrangement.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Circuits that protective against undervoltages and overvolt-
ages have been known for a long time.

The invention is based on the problem of devising a circuit
arrangement for protecting electronic devices against incor-
rect logic voltages, wherein this circuit arrangement delivers
increased protection against overvoltages, so that this circuit
arrangement could also be used in multi-channel fail-safe
systems that satisfy, for example, Performance Level “e”
according to DIN EN ISO 13849.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, a circuit arrangement for protecting elec-
tronic devices against incorrect logic voltages is provided.
The circuit arrangement has an input terminal for connecting
apower supply device that can deliver a DC voltage or an AC
voltage. Furthermore, at least one voltage converter is pro-
vided that delivers, on the output side, a preferably adjustable
logic voltage. A controllable switching element, for example,
a switching transistor, is connected between the one or more
voltage converters and the input terminal. A first monitoring
device is used to monitor the logic voltage. The first monitor-
ing device is constructed such that it triggers the opening of
the switching element when the logic voltage reaches or
exceeds a predetermined threshold.

It should be noted that the logic voltage is understood to be
the output voltage of the voltage converter. The logic voltage
thus forms the power supply voltage for the electronic
devices.

The circuit arrangement allows the voltage to be directly
monitored where it could have a dangerous effect, namely, at
the output of the voltage converter. In this way, the function-
ality of the voltage converter is simultaneously also moni-
tored.

If the power supply device delivers a DC voltage, in the
case of the voltage converter it could involve a DC-DC con-
verter, that is, a DC-voltage converter. At this point it should
be noted that DC-DC converters usually have integrated volt-
age-monitoring devices that monitor the output voltage. In
this way, with the proposed circuit arrangement, the output
voltage of the voltage converter is monitored redundantly, so
that the circuit arrangement could also be used in the field of
safety technology.

According to one advantageous refinement, several voltage
converters could also be connected in parallel and connected
to the input terminal via the switching element. The voltage
converters could also provide different logic voltages on the
converter outputs.

In a safety-related environment, it is necessary that when a
defect occurs, the devices to be secured can be kept in a
secured state.

For this purpose, the circuit arrangement has a device for
the secure holding of the switching element in the open state.
In the case of the holding device, it can involve, for example,
a flip-flop.
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In order to enhance the capability of the circuit arrange-
ment and to guarantee higher security, a second monitoring
device could be provided that monitors, for example, the
voltage on the input terminal, the functionality of the first
monitoring device, and/or the functionality of the switching
element. If the second monitoring device determines that
there is an error, then it also triggers the opening of the
switching element. The second monitoring device can be also
assigned to an emergency cutoff switch that could be acti-
vated manually.

One special field of application for the proposed circuit
arrangement is safety technology.

Consequently, a fail-safe system for the multi-channel
monitoring of a safety-related device, for example, a protec-
tive door, is further proposed. The fail-safe system has several
channels, to each of which a logic device is assigned. Fur-
thermore, the fail-safe system contains the previously
described circuit arrangement, wherein the output of the one
or more voltage converters is connected to at least one logic
device. Accordingly, the logic voltage provided by the voltage
converter can be applied to the logic device of each channel.
Alternatively, several voltage converters could be connected
in parallel that each supplies a separate logic device.

The circuit arrangement can be built economically and
with small spatial requirements, since it allows power to be
supplied to both channels by means of a single power supply
device and protects both channels from overvoltages. Thanks
to the proposed circuit arrangement, it is not necessary to
decouple the channels of the fail-safe system.

It should be noted at this point that the logic devices could
also be protected against undervoltages. For this purpose,
standardized reset components could be used that are present
in conventional voltage converters and thus create no addi-
tional costs. Optionally or additionally, for this purpose, the
first and/or second monitoring device could also be formed
accordingly.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be explained in more detail below with
reference to an embodiment in connection with a single FIG-
URE.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The FIGURE shows an example circuit arrangement 10
with which a known multi-channel fail-safe system 100 can
be protected against overvoltages. In the present example, the
fail-safe system 100 has two decoupled channels. The circuit
arrangement 10 has a first monitoring device 20 that contains,
for example, a comparator 30. The comparator 30 has the task
of monitoring logic voltages that can be applied to the input
terminals 31 and 32. For this purpose, the logic voltages are
compared with a reference voltage that is applied to the input
33 of the comparator 30. Optionally, another monitoring
device 40 could be provided. The outputs of the two moni-
toring devices 20 and 40 are connected, for example, to an
OR-gate 50. The output of the OR-gate 50 is connected, for
example, to a flip-flop 60, which controls, in turn, a control-
lable switching element 70. The controllable switching ele-
ment can be, for example, a field-effect transistor. The circuit
arrangement 10 has an input terminal 80 in which, for
example, a DC voltage U,_,, can be applied by means of a
not-shown power-supply device. The input terminal 80 is
connected by means of the switching element 70, for
example, to the input of a DC-DC converter 90 and to the
input of a DC-DC converter 95. On the output side, each of the
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two DC-DC converters 90 and 95 delivers the logic voltage
Ujoga t0 be monitored. In the present example, the logic
voltage delivered by the DC-DC converter 90 powers the
logic device 101, while the logic voltage delivered by the
DC-DC converter 95 powers the logic device 102 of the
dual-channel fail-safe system 100. The logic voltages pro-
vided by the DC-DC converters 90 and 95 are each fed, for
example, by means of a voltage divider (not shown) to the
input 31 or 32 of the comparator 30.

The task of the monitoring device 20 is to separate both
logic devices 101 and 102 of the dual-channel fail-safe sys-
tem 100 from the input voltage U,,, applied to the input
terminal 80, as soon as at least one of the monitored logic
voltages reaches or exceeds a predetermined threshold. In this
way, it is achieved that, although both channels of the fail-safe
system 100 are powered by a common power-supply device,
when an incorrect logic voltage is identified, both logic
devices 101 and 102 are immediately separated from the
power-supply device.

The second monitoring device 40 can be used, for example,
to monitor the input terminal 80 and thus the input voltage, the
functionality of the switching element 70, of the monitoring
device 20, of the OR-gate 50, of the DC-DC converters 90 and
95, and/or of the flip-flop 60. Furthermore, an emergency off
signal could be directly supplied to the OR-gate 50 or a
corresponding emergency cutoff switch could be connected
to the monitoring device 40.

The operation of the circuit arrangement 10 shown in the
FIGURE will be explained below in more detail.

As long as none of the logic voltages provided by the
DC-DC converters 90 and 95 exceeds a given threshold and
also as long as the monitoring device 40 has not identified a
defect, the output signal of both monitoring devices is a
logical zero. Consequently, the output signal of the OR-gate
50 is also a logical zero. In response to the output signal of the
OR-gate 50, the flip-flop 60 provides that the switching ele-
ment 70 be closed, i.e., that it conduct. The input voltage U_,,,
on the input terminal 80 is then applied to the appropriate
input of the two DC-DC converters 90 and 95. In this case, the
two logic units 101 and 102 of the dual-channel fail-safe
system 100 are each powered with a defect-free logic voltage.

However, if the comparator 30 of the monitoring device 20
determines that one or both of the DC-DC converters are
delivering too high a logic voltage, then the comparator 30
sets the input of the OR-gate 50 to 1, so that, on the output of
the OR-gate 50, a logical one is applied. In response to the
logical one, the flip-flop 60 is controlled such that it opens the
switching element 70, i.e., that is in a blocking state. In this
way, both DC-DC converters 90 and 95 are separated from the
input voltage on the input terminal 80 and thus both logic
units 101 and 102 of the dual-channel fail-safe system 100 are
switched off, whereupon a safety-related device to be moni-
tored (not shown) can be moved into a secure state.

In another example scenario, the monitoring device 20
determines that both DC-DC converters 90 and 95 are oper-
ating properly and provide a predetermined logic voltage. But
here, the monitoring device 40 detects an error.

An error can be that the input voltage applied to the input
terminal 80 has changed in an impermissible way. In response
to such an error, the monitoring device 40 generates, on the
output side, a logical one that sets the output of the OR-gate to
a logical one. The output signal of the OR-gate 50 is supplied
to the flip-flop 60 that then controls switching element 70 into
an electrically blocking state. Also in this case, the power
supply to the two logic units 101 and 102 of the dual-channel
fail-safe system 100 is immediately shut down.
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The flip-flop 60 ensures that, when an error occurs, the
switching element 70 remains continuously open, so that, at
the input of the two DC-DC converters 90 and 95, no input
voltage is applied. Only by applying a targeted reset signal to
the flip-flop 60 is the switching element 70 again closed, i.e.,
controlled to be in an electrically conductive state.

As already mentioned, the monitoring device 40 could also
monitor or actively test the functionality of the other compo-
nents of the circuit arrangement 10 and, for the detection of an
error, can generate a logical high level that controls the
switching element 70 into an electrically blocking state by
means of the OR-gate 50 and the flip-flop 60.

At this point, another alternative embodiment shall be
mentioned in which the two logic devices 101 and 102 can be
connected in common either to the DC-DC converter 90 or to
the DC-DC converter 95.

The circuit arrangement 10 described as an example thus
allows the powering and monitoring of a multi-channel fail-
safe system by means of a single power supply device that
powers both logic devices 101 and 102. If an increase in one
or two logic voltages is identified, the dual-channel fail-safe
system 100 is immediately separated from the power supply.
In particular, if an error occurs in one or both DC-DC con-
verters, which leads to too high a logic voltage, then both
logic units of the dual-channel fail-safe system 100 are sepa-
rated from the input terminal 80 and thus from the power
supply device.

Thanks to the proposed circuit arrangement 10 it is not
necessary to decouple the channels of the dual-channel fail-
safe system 100, which, as mentioned, allows a common
power supply of the two logic devices 101 and 102.

What is claimed is:

1. A fail-safe system for multi-channel monitoring of a

safety-related device, the fail-safe system comprising:
at least first and second logic devices (101, 102) each of
which being associated to a separate channel and being
to be protected against faulty logic voltages;
an input terminal (80) for connecting a power-supply
device for supplying an input voltage;
a controllable switching element (70) connected between
the input of a first DC-DC converter (90) and the input
terminal (80) and between the input of at least a second
DC-DC converter (95) and the input terminal (80) for
passing or blocking the input voltage, wherein:
the first DC-DC converter (90) includes an integrated
voltage monitoring device that monitors the output
voltage from the first DC-DC converter (90),

the first DC-DC converter (90) is configured to supply a
first logic voltage as an output voltage to the first logic
device (101),

the at least one second DC-DC converter (95) includes
an integrated voltage monitoring device that monitors
the output voltage from the second DC-DC converter
(95), and

the at least one second DC-DC converter (95) is config-
ured to supply a second logic voltage as an output
voltage to the second logic device (102); and

a first monitoring device (20) for redundantly monitoring
the first and second logic voltages outputted by the first
and second DC voltage converters (90, 95), the first
monitoring device (20) comprising a comparator (30)
which is supplied with the first and second logic voltages
and a reference voltage, so that the first monitoring
device (20) drives a holding means (60) for opening and
reliably holding the switching element (70) in the open
state, if at least one of the first and second logic voltages
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monitored by the first monitoring device reaches or
exceeds the reference voltage.

2. The fail-safe system according to claim 1, wherein a
second monitoring device (40) is provided in parallel to the
first monitoring device (20) to cause the switching element 5
(70) to be opened in response to a predefined event.

3. The fail-safe system according to claim 2, wherein the
second monitoring device (40) monitors the voltage at the
power supply terminal, the second logic voltage, the operabil-
ity of the first monitoring device (20), and/or the operability 10
of the switching element (70).

4. The fail-safe system according to claim 3, wherein the
first and second monitoring devices (20; 40) are connected to
the holding means (60) via an OR gate (50) to cause the
holding means (60) to open the switching element (70) andto 15
hold it in the open state in case of an event.

5. The fail-safe system according to claim 1, wherein the
holding means (60) is a flip-flop.

#* #* #* #* #*



